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(Col. 1:13-23) 13 He has delivered us from the domain of dark-
ness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold to-
gether. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he 
might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 
blood of his cross.  

 21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, 
doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh 
by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and 
above reproach before him, 23  if indeed you continue in the 
faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the 
gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation 
under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.  
(Col. 2:20-23) 20 If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits 
of the world, why, as if you were still alive in the world, do you 
submit to regulations— 21 “Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not 
touch” 22 (referring to things that all perish as they are used)—ac-
cording to human precepts and teachings? 23 These have in-
deed an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made religion 
and asceticism and severity to the body, but they are of no value 
in stopping the indulgence of the flesh. 
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(Col. 3:15-17)   
 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing 
one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiri-
tual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And what-
ever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
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